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Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry 
Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available. 
If necessary a Group business meeting is held each month prior to the General Meeting from 
6.30–7.15 pm.  All interested members are welcome to join in. 
 
Northern Group Plant Nursery is still open at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south 
of Exeter). There is still a very good selection of plants for sale and now is the perfect time to be 
doing some planting. Also there is slow release fertiliser for sale. 
No propagation sessions are being held at present and to date no plans are known for the future 
of the nursery. 
If you wish to buy plants, ring Rosemary first on 6394 4600 to make arrangements to visit. 
      -------------------- 
Welcome to new members Maria and Dick Cooper-Scott of Deviot and Dr Paul Edwards of 
Kayena.  We look forward to seeing you at our meetings or other events. 
 
Activities since June 2009 newsletter: 
16 June – General Meeting - Plant of the month was presented by Roy Skabo on behalf of 
Marion Simmons.  ‘I have chosen Hemiandra pungens of the family Lamiaceae that includes 
Prostanthera and Westringia. A number of different Hemiandra species are known and all occur 
in south-western WA. 
 
Hemiandra pungens var. glabra occurs in a number of forms, as small shrubs to 1.5m tall or as 
prostrate plants. The latter are most commonly grown. Foliage of the form we are growing is 
bright green, its leaves linear, crowded, about 2 cm long x 1-2 mm wide and pungent pointed. 
Flowers are large pinkish mauve with spotted throat. Although they occur singly on short stalks, 
they are profuse and most conspicuous. 
 
Plants require well-drained soil in full sun. It is suggested they like to scramble over a bank, log 
or boulder, appreciate gravel mulch and are a useful container plant. Hardy to moderate frosts 
the books say. This still has to be tested at Legana. We have recently planted out a small cutting 
grown plant and covered it with foliage for protection. Our original container plant, under 
intermittent watering, has survived and flowered for about 12 months.  Plants respond well to 
pruning and strike readily from cuttings and may be grown from fresh untreated seed.’ 
 
Speakers for the night were Chris Lang and David Marrison, horticulturalists at the Royal 
Tasmanian Botanical Gardens (RTBG) who presented an excellent overview of the displays of 
Tasmanian native plants at the gardens and activities around these plants. The projected images 
they showed gave us a good impression of the artistic and informative way the plants are 
arranged in the gardens. About 350 species of mainly common Tasmanian plants are presented 
divided over twelve habitat sites such as coastal, alpine and wetlands. Most of the plants, 
especially the trees, are still quite small. All plants are propagated from materials collected, 
identified and documented by horticulturalists of the RTBG. There are special sections in the 
gardens dealing with plants from specific areas such as the Greater Hobart Flora and the 
Tasmanian East Coast Collection. The speakers drew our attention to the Tasmanian Native 
Fernery, the French Memorial Garden and the Subantarctic Plant House. The collections are 
very well set up and maintained and would be a wonderful way for someone looking to start a 
native garden to get some great ideas. 



 
The native gardens honour some of the early plant collectors and botanists such as Ronald 
Gunn, with information about their work. 
 
Further activities of the RTBG include the study and propagation of selected species and 
educational programs. Species shown to us in some detail were Philotheca freyciana (Freycinet 
wax flower), Hovea corrickiae (Glossy purple pea), Cyphanthera tasmanica (Tasmanian ray 
flower), Eucalyptus risdonii (Risdon peppermint) and Hardenbergia violacea (Purple coral pea). 
The activities around the Seed Bank in partnership with the Kew Gardens were mentioned. 
Impressive numbers of Tasmanian plants are being collected for this purpose. 
 
The development of the native sections of the RTBG is very much an ongoing project, one 
objective, for example, is a complete collection of the Eucalyptus species; about half of these 
species are presently to be seen in the gardens. 
 
All those at the meeting were impressed with the professionalism, knowledge and dedication of 
the staff of the RTBG and the presentation certainly gave us an incentive to visit the RTBG 
again before long. (Our program for 2009 has a visit to Hobart scheduled for October and this is 
likely to include visits to Sib and Keith Corbett’s garden at Ferntree and a visit to the RTBG.) 
  
21 July 2009 – General Meeting - Plant of the Month was presented by Jill Clark. It took the 
form of a quiz with a series of clues being given to members. 
‘Family  Pittosporaceae: Genus has only one species 
Details: Small narrow, evergreen tree to10m, taller in rainforests.  Native to tropical Australia 
where it is grown as an ornamental garden tree. Will grow in Tasmania if given protection when 
young.  I have two in my garden. It has bright green lanceolate leaves to 16 cm long. 
Propagation is from the winged seeds in warmer weather and from cuttings. 
The flowers are cream to yellow, tubular to 3cm and highly perfumed. 
The name comes from the Greek, Hymen - a membrane and Spora - a seed referring to the flat 
winged seeds and the answer is:   Hymenosporum flavum (Native Frangipani)’         Jill Clark. 
  
Professor Rod Seppelt, Principal Research Fellow and botanist with the Antarctic Division 
at Kingston talked to us on the topic “Mosses from Pole to Pole”. 
Bryophytes comprise a group of plants which include mosses, liverworts and hornworts, most of 
which are small (down to less than 1mm tall) although the largest is about 1.5m in length. Their 
habitats range from lakes and streams to bogs and mires, tropical to temperate and 
boreal forests, roadsides, rocks and people’s gardens. They are found from the tropics to 85 
degrees north and south latitude. 
Rod described his work in Alaska where 59 of N. America’s 76 species of sphagnum mosses 
grow. He pointed out that the biomass of sphagnum mosses is greater than the biomass of all the 
tropical forests. We were given a brief overview of the lifecycle of mosses and learned how 
sphagnum mosses are able to absorb such huge quantities of water. 
Closer to home, we learned about some strange habitats for mosses such, as wombat dung, and 
how some mosses exude pheromones to attract insects which spread their spores. One moss in 
Alaska even has convenient landing pads for the insects attracted to it. In Antarctica, where Rod 
is a frequent visitor, mosses provide mini forests, only a few centimetres tall, which have similar 
structures of canopy, understorey and groundcover to those of the forests with which we are 
familiar, together with a complex fauna. Rod made the point that mosses are coming into their 
own as an alternative to lawns and as a cladding to keep buildings cool. In Japan many temple 
gardens and private gardens cultivate moss beds from which flowering plants are “weeded”. 



Mosses need little looking after and regenerate rapidly after drought. 
If we have sufficient interest from members Rod is willing to return and conduct a workshop on 
mosses. Let Roy know if you would like to explore this possibility.                  Roy Skabo  
 
Heritage Forest Update: ‘I spent a couple of hours at Heritage Forest this morning (23 July).  
The weather was lovely and sunny with no wind so it was very pleasant doing the weeding.  
Unfortunately I forgot to take the weed spray as the conditions were perfect for spraying.  I'll 
have to spray the paths and edges next time I go.  It is very soggy in some areas of the garden at 
present and the wind has uprooted a couple of plants but most are surviving and many are 
flourishing.  Not much in flower at present except the correas and a callistemon but lots of other 
plants are showing buds so it will be a lovely display in a month or two.  I am hoping to have a 
working bee which will be a planting session next month.  The date I have chosen is Thursday 
20th August.  I would appreciate members letting me know one way or the other by email 
lynnem@timeclocks.com.au asap if they can attend or not on that date.’ Lynne Mockridge.                               
 
Grow Local Booklet – Sally Staubman and Rosemary have being working on the book and 
think they have found our first source of funding but will not know for a couple of months.  
Plant selection has been finalised and they are working through the extra photos (24) needed, so 
it is making slow progress, but they did say it would be a two-year project. 
 
My thanks for the newsletter notes to Jill Clark, Lynne Mockridge, Rosemary Verbeeten, Hans 
Bosman and Roy Skabo. 
  
EARLY NOTICE of the following important event on 27-29 November (Friday to Sunday) 
 

 APST ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER 2009 at CAMP BANKSIA 
Camp Banksia is a modern bunk-style facility on a level 6 ha beachside site at Port Sorell. 
Small clusters of bunkrooms, each with their own ablution facilities, are scattered across the 
extensive lawns. Native bush surrounds the Camp. 
Each bunkroom has 6 single bunks, 3 up 3 down. Our friendly Camp manager Mike is happy if 
only lower bunks are used on our weekend. The mattresses are thick foam. Most people bring 
their own pillows, bedding and towels, but these can be hired for $20 (advance notice please). 
There are also just a few spots for vans or tents. 
The Camp provides home-style meals including a Continental breakfast and cut lunch. Morning 
and afternoon teas will be provided, as will crockery and cutlery. Hot soups will be there on 
Friday night as you arrive and the Saturday nosh-up will be on site. Please let us know if you 
have special dietary requirements. 
There is a separate dining hall as well as community room for meetings and general gatherings. 
GETTING THERE 
Allow about 1¼ hours from Launceston and 3 ½ hours from Hobart. For those travelling on the 
Bass Highway, turn right at Sassafras on C713. This will join up with the Exeter Highway and 
C708. Turn right at the Shearwater/Port Sorell roundabout onto C74 towards Port Sorell. Watch 
on the left for the Camp signs, second left (this is Kimber St). Go past Camp Boomerang turnoff 
to the end of Kimber St. Turn left at the T intersection. Turn right into Anderson St and there is 
Camp Banksia. 
 PROGRAM 
The North West Group are planning on a mixture of field trips and garden visits, probably in 
half-day bursts. There are short walks to interesting (and some rare) plants in the area.  Near the 
Camp are the extensive and beautiful gardens of Riitta & John Boevink, and Maryanne & 

mailto:lynnem@timeclocka.com.au


Bradley Stagg. And as an add-on for those who wish, we’ll take you to see the latest efforts at 
the Tasmanian Arboretum, the new heathland bed, Lichen Display, interpretive signs, etc. 
COSTS 
All-in cost for the weekend of accommodation and meals is $104, including the Saturday night 
dinner. The North West Group will provide cask wine and fruit juice. 
For those using their own tent/van, the cost will be $84. 
If you wish bedding and linen to be provided please add $20. (Don’t forget, we’ll need advance 
notice.) 
BOOKING IN 
Please note: Dick will be away from September 17th to October 23rd.  
This year, we will coordinate with the Camp. You will probably prefer to organise yourself into 
room groups of between 3 and 6 friends/family. Let Dick know by November 8th if you are 
coming, if you are sharing, if you need bedding etc (don’t forget $20 extra) and any special 
dietary needs. Phone 6437 2474, post 17 Deviation Rd Penguin 7316 or email 
dburns1@hotkey.net.au. 
 
EUCRYPHIA MISPRINT:  On page 20 of the latest edition, the first prize in the Inverawe 
Nature Poetry Competition 2009 should be $1000 and not $10 as printed. 
 
APS NORTH PROGRAMME: 
18 August 2009 General Meeting: Speakers are Micah Visiou and James Wood, their subject 
‘Saving Seed for the Future – Tasmania’s Seed Safe Project’. Micah is Project Officer for 
Seed Safe and has worked as a botanist/ecologist for the State government for 8 years. For the 
last 4 years he has been working as the seed collection officer for the Joint Tasmanian-
Millennium Seed Bank Project. 
James Wood is currently the manager of the Tasmanian Seed Conservation Centre at the RTBG, 
prior to which he was employed at Millennium Seed Bank at Sussex in UK. They will be talking 
about Tasmania’s seed conservation program (Seed Safe), the Millennium Seed Bank Project 
and germination work on Tasmanian species. Thus there will be something for all our members, 
those whose principal interest is in gardening and those whose interest is in plants in the wild. 
 
15 September 2009 General Meeting: Speaker is Dr Marco Duretto from Tasmanian 
Herbarium, his subject ‘The New Flora of Tasmania (Web-based Flora). Marco is undertaking 
the mammoth task of updating the Student’s Flora of Tasmania and putting it on line. His Flora 
is already running on the Tasmanian Museum’s website where keys to many of the families of 
Tasmania’s native plants are available.  
Go to http://www.tmag.tas.gov.au/index.aspx?base=4116 to see it. 
Members will have the opportunity to learn about the new Flora of Tasmania from its author and 
ask questions about it and could bring specimens for keying out. It would be a good idea for 
members to visit the site and try out the key before the meeting so they have some idea as to its 
possibilities.  
 
Launceston Field Naturalists’ Programme – Plant Society members are invited to attend 
meetings of interest at Scotch Oakburn College, Senior School, Penquite Road at 7.30 pm on: 
September Tuesday   1     Speaker:  Mike Douglas; subject: ‘Rocks & Plants’ at Bridport 
               Sunday     6    Outing: Granite Pt. Bridport. Contact John Elliott on 6344 9303 
           Marion Simmons 
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