
AUSTRALIAN PLANT SOCIETY – NORTHERN GROUP 
NEWSLETTER - NOVEMBER 2008 

 
Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max Fry 
Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when the Northern Group library is available. 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised otherwise, 
from 10-12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, ring Rosemary first, early in the morning 
or after 6 pm on 6394 4600 to check that she will be home. Both seed and potting mixes are 
available to members for $4 a bag and slow release pellets for native plants for $3 a container.   
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or activities. 
 
Activities since August 2008 newsletter: 
  
19 August Meeting: Plant Of The Month – Trevor Yaxley chose Thryptomenes. He told us 
there are about 40 species in Australia with the greatest development in south-west WA. They 
are woody shrubs to about 1.5-2 m tall with similar spread, with heath-like green leaves and 
small starry white or pink flowers. They are great as cut flowers, the plants kept compact by 
pruning. They prefer well-drained, lime free soil. Propagation is easy from cuttings. 
  A flowering specimen of each of the following was circulated at the meeting: Thryptomene 
saxicola (Rock Thryptomene) a shrub from WA seldom exceeds 1.5 m tall and as wide with 
small somewhat rounded leaves and masses of white or pale pink flowers in winter and spring. 
Thryptomene calycina (Grampians Thryptomene) from western Victoria, is a beautiful shrub to 
about 2m tall with small, slightly pointed leaves. In winter and spring it produces a profusion of 
white flowers with dark red centres and is an excellent cut flower also. Several cultivars are 
available and both species need pruning after flowering. 
 
Our speakers for the evening, Robin Garnett and Phil Collier, were welcomed by John 
Simmons. Their illustrated talk was titled ‘Threatened Species on a Remnant Bush Block’. 
Robin began with the story of their return to Tasmania and purchase of their block at Rubicon 
from Tasmanian Land Conservancy with a Conservation Covenant already in place.  
  The property comprises 19 hectares of remnant bushland surrounded by agricultural land with 
scattered woodlands on the hills with sedgeland and swampy areas in between, where orchids 
that excite their special interest occur.   
  One threatened animal that occurs there is the North Coast burrowing crayfish that forms 
burrows leaving tiny holes on the surface that are surrounded by ‘chimneys’. The crayfish are 
less than 10 cm long and from checks they have made an estimated 9000 burrows occur on the 
property. I wonder if there is more than one animal to each burrow! 
  Phil gave an overview of the special plants and communities. He spoke of management plans 
and of the different soil types and subsequent different plants that occur from buttongrass 
swamps, themeda (kangaroo grass) grasslands to remnant coastal forest of Eucalyptus 
amygdalina (black peppermint) to a degraded remnant area of Eucalyptus ovata (black gum), to 
freshwater aquatic sedgelands that hold water for a few months in years of normal rainfall. 
Threatened species shown included:  Caladenia congesta (blacktongue finger-orchid), C. 
tonellii (robust finger-orchid), Prasophyllum limnetes, P. pulchellum (pretty leek-orchid), 
Thelymitra holmesii (bluestar sun-orchid) and rare in Tasmania, Senecio squarrosus (leafy 
fireweed) in an unusual swamp habitat. 
  Phil explained the various options involved in protecting natural values and the legal 
framework under which they function under terms of the conservation covenant.  Over 200 
species of native plants have been identified on the block. These include Kennedia prostrata 
(running postman), Tetratheca pilosa (hairy pinkbells), Lomandra longifolia (sagg), endemic 
Allocasuarina monilifera (necklace she-oak), Cassytha melantha (large dodderlaurel) and 



orchids Glossodia major (waxlip orchid), Caladenia angustata (narrowleaf finger-orchid) and 
Prasophyllum sp. near P. perangustum (knocklofty leek-orchid). 
  Robin addressed the last segment of the talk and discussed their plans to reduce the loss of 
biodiversity by 2010 and to enhance the entire habitat. This entails constant monitoring and 
documenting of what they do in their quest to provide guidelines for the future use of others. 
  Previous owners of the property burnt every year, now Robin and Phil plan to burn on a mosaic 
basis. For instance, they burnt three swampy areas in April 2007, two others in April 2008 and 
plan to burn the swamps in future at 5-10 year intervals. Burning under trees on hills will be 
undertaken at intervals of 10-20 years. When planning to burn they enlist the services of the 
local fire brigade who use the burn as a training exercise.   
  We look forward to our visit to the property at Rubicon Sanctuary on 7 December in company 
with members of the North-West Group. 
 
16 September Meeting:  Plant Of The Month: Leucopogon, especially Leucopogon ericoides, 
was Louise Skabo’s choice. Leucopogon is a large genus of some 230 species about 200 of them 
Australian. Tasmania has ten species, now included in the family Ericaceae (previously 
Epacridaceae), occurring from coastal to alpine areas.  
  Photos were shown of some Tasmanian species, L. oreophilus (highland beardheath), L. 
virgatus (twiggy beardheath), L. collinus (white beardheath), L. parviflorus (coast beardheath) 
and lastly L. ericoides (pink beardheath) that occurs abundantly in the east coastal heaths, 
flowering from late winter into early spring. 
  Despite their charm and the number of species in Tasmania very few have been brought into 
cultivation and it is often overlooked. Louise illustrated the main feature of the tiny flowers, 
each petal is densely covered in a matt of long hairs, hence the common name ‘beardheath’. 
These can be plainly seen with a hand lens. 
  L. ericoides occurs in most Australian States, grows to about 1 m and is widespread in sandy 
moist heathlands. Leaves are light green, pointed, narrow, linear, 1-2 cm long with recurved 
margins. Pink buds open into white sweetly perfumed flowers 1-5 together on short axillary 
spikes. Fruits are small fleshy drupes. 
 
Tasmanian Insects – Pests or Guests?  
Elizabeth Daley gave a fascinating talk leaving us to decide the answer to this question. 
Elizabeth is a farmer, ecologist, writer and Research Associate with the School of Geography 
and Environmental Studies at University of Tasmania. Together with her husband, Alan, she 
owns a farm at Buckland as well as the Little Swanport and Swanston Private Forest Reserves. 
  When Elizabeth became interested in the insects around her, little information was readily 
available on Tasmanian insects. In one instance it took 1½ years of searching to find the 
identification of one unusual insect that no words could describe. The lack of readily available 
information saw her documenting and photographing all the insects that she found. Tasmanian 
insects are among the most unusual and in some cases unique in the world.  
  An insect has two antennae, six legs, usually 1 or 2 pairs of wings, a body divided into 3 
segments (head, thorax and abdomen) and a system of tubes used for drawing in air. Few are 
harmful and most are beneficial to the environment in a number of ways. 
  Elizabeth outlined their life cycles, giving details of the different stages of development from 
eggs, through the juvenile, then adult stages. She told us about their food, their predators and 
where they can be found. She explained their good points and the role they played in the 
environment. She even had a good word for the often feared ‘jack jumper’! 
  There are over 10,000 species of insect in Tasmania with more being discovered and identified 
each year. The largest groups are 700 species of bugs, 1000 of wasps, 1400 of moths and 2000 
species of beetles in Tasmania, with a number of them found only in this State. We were shown 
a series of different species and given so much fascinating information that I doubt if anyone 
present will look at what we consider ‘ordinary insects’ in the same light again. 



 Elizabeth’s book ‘Wings- an introduction to Tasmania’s winged insects’ is written with the 
layman in mind, every entry beautifully illustrated with a short description. This book is 
available through all bookshops and is highly recommended. 
 
20-21 September - Visit To Little Swanport and Swanton Reserves – with thanks to Lynne 
Mockridge and Jean Taylor. 
 
The visit to Elizabeth and Alan Daleys’ reserves was voted a great success.  
  In drizzling rain the group made its way up a steep, rocky road to Little Swanport. Here are a 
few of the over 500 plants identified from these reserves: Lepidosperma tortuosum (twisting 
rapier sedge), (Lepticophylla divaricata) pinkberry, Eucalyptus pulchella (white peppermint), 
Acacia mucronata (caterpillar wattle), Hibbertia riparia (erect guineaflower), Leptospermum 
scoparia (common teatree), occasional Callistris rhomboidea (oysterbay pine), flowering 
endemic Eucalytpus barberi (barbers gum) and Ozothamnus lycopodioides (clubmoss 
everlastingbush) were seen. 
  Others noted were Pelargonium inodorum (annual storksbill), Acacia myrtifolia (redstem 
wattle), Leucopogon collinus (white beardheath), Epacris impressa (common heath), endemic 
Veronica formosa (speedwell bush), Hovea heterophylla (winter purplepea) and the green 
rockfern (Cheilanthes austrotenuifolia). 
   A short history of the reserves and an insight into some of the problems involved in managing 
remote area reserves was given by Elizabeth and Alan.  
  In  a walk through a typical heathy area Eucalyptus ovata (black gum), Callistemon pallidus 
(yellow bottlebrush) and endemic C. viridiflorus (prickly bottlebrush) were noted.. Spectacular 
views were had of Little Swanport River valley and ranges to the north-west. 
  On Sunday the party had to drive into the hills to reach Swanston reserve. Plants seen included 
endemic Epacris serpyllifolia (alpine heath), prickly bottlebrush again, Sprengelia incarnata 
(pink swamp heath) and Leptocarpus tenax (slender twinerush). 
  A different eucalypt and poa grassland did not yield a single sighting of any of the 20 species 
of butterfly known to be there. Dung beetles, however, were at work and the new Chrysomelid 
beetle was found in a patch of Gahnia radula (thatch sawsedge).  
  Uphill Pittosporum bicolor (cheesewood), endemic Asterotrichion discolor (tasmanian 
currajong), many fern species and a patch of Ajuga australis (Australian bugle) were noted. 
  Finally a visit to a high plateau with poa grassy woodland with several eucalypt species present 
as well as some oyster bay pines and only Pterostylis nana (dwarf greenhood) and Cyrtostylis 
reniformis (small gnat-orchid) in flower, although plenty of leaves of other species were present. 
  It was a huge privilege for APS members to be invited to visit these special places and 
members expressed their gratitude to their generous hosts, Elizabeth and Alan Daley. 
 
4 October – Threatened Species Workshop  - with thanks to Roy for providing the following 
notes on events that I was not here to attend. 
  ‘Three members of the APST northern group attended a workshop in Devonport to learn some 
skills we will need if we are to assist in the conservation of threatened species of plants. 
  The morning session was devoted mainly to learning how to use web-based resources relating 
to threatened species (e.g. the DPIW website and the Natural Values Atlas). An incredible 
amount of very useful information is available to anyone interested in Tasmania’s native flora 
and fauna. Anyone with a bush block or who is planning to visit a bushland area can find out if 
that area is known to contain any threatened species. For that matter, you can also get a listing of 
all species (threatened and otherwise) which occur in that area. 
  Lunch was taken at the Rubicon Sanctuary, owned and managed by our speakers for August, 
Phil Collier and Robin Garnet. Here we did short courses on using a GPS, using a key and 
recording plant species for the NVA.  Finally we had a brief tour of part of the property and saw 
numerous plants, including a couple of beautiful orchids in flower.  



  As usual, one of the best features of the day was the opportunity to meet some very nice and 
interesting people. 
 
21 October General Meeting:  About 30 people (including several potential new members) had 
the pleasure of guessing what John Duggin’s plant of the month was as he presented us with 
clues which progressively led us to its identity. Finally many of us had arrived at the correct 
name, Hardenbergia violacea. This attractive plant comes in many forms and John showed us a 
number of photos of specimens ranging from white to deep violet and forms from robust 
climbers to smaller shrubs. An excellent presentation of the high standard and entertainment 
value we have come to expect from John.   
  Our main speaker for the evening was Rosemary Verbeeten who talked about her recent trip 
to the Northern Territory and WA and showed us some of the photos she had taken. It was an 
excellent presentation in which Rosemary introduced us to a considerable number of species 
with which most of us would have been unfamiliar. It was also interesting to see the magnificent 
scenery Rosemary and her co-travellers passed through and some of the people they met.  As 
usual our intrepid traveller had put together an informative and entertaining story for us 
(although she showed us only part of the journey she undertook). A most enjoyable talk, for 
which we thank her. 
 
25 October -Visit To Habitat Plants:  A large group of members from Northern and NW 
groups enjoyed a fascinating tour of this excellent nursery. Herbert and Sally Staubman showed 
us through the various stages of propagation and provided lots of useful information on potting 
mix. Even the most knowledgeable members of the group would have learned a considerable 
amount from our hosts’ exposition. I think we were all impressed with the huge progress made 
by Herbert and Sally since they started from scratch only a few years ago. This place is a credit 
to them and a testament to their hard work, their scrupulous attention to hygiene and their 
knowledge of the science behind every aspect of their work. 
  I was particularly impressed by the way in which the nursery is designed to take advantage of 
what nature provides e.g. designing the shade house to allow native wrens easy access from 
nearby plant cover, thereby encouraging these industrious birds to prey on pest species. Many 
people would have sought a chemical solution. 
  We thank them for the trouble they took to make us welcome and to educate us.  
 
I think only one member knew what a fungus gnat is – I certainly did not; I suggest you Google 
it.’ 
 
1 November - Propagation. We were very pleased to see about 11 members turn up for the 
morning’s session. Much potting up of rooted cuttings was achieved. 
   
9 November - Sunday - Visit to Margaret James’property at Yorktown.  
Take the Greens Beach Rd from Beaconsfield to the turnoff to Narawntapu National Park at 
Yorktown historic site. Turn left along the National Park Rd (Bowens Rd) and about 500m on 
your right you will see a sign for the visit. Arrive at 10 am. There is a land for wildlife sign on 
the gate. Bring your lunch.  A BBQ is available to cook your meat etc. Coffee/tea available. 
 
18 November – General Meeting – Our speaker, agricultural scientist, Bruce French will 
speak particularly on food plants of Tasmania.  Bruce has identified a huge number of 
Tasmanian native plants that have some food value. Should be an interesting talk.  
Plant of the Month – Julie Nermut 
 
21-23 Nov. State-Get-Together at Bruny Island 
 



6 December - Propagation 
 
7 December - Sunday: Phil Collier and Robin Garnett have invited members to visit their 
Rubicon Sanctuary. The address is 241 Parkers Ford Road, Port Sorell; mobile 0438 002 615. 
Meet at the property at 10 am. Bring lunch etc and we will go on for a walk at a nice reserve or 
other property in the area after the visit. For more see www.rubicon.org.au    
 
12 December: Northern APS Christmas Party at Max Fry Hall. Our Group will provide 
meat for a BBQ; members will be asked to bring salads and desserts.  
  We would like to remind members that this year Northern Group will stage a members’ photo 
competition, under the title of ‘Plants, People and Places’ and we would like as many entries 
as possible from members. There is plenty of scope for all our photographers. 
 
The format is: each attendee may enter one photo in each of three categories which are 
    ‘Plants, People and Places’, i.e. a maximum of three photos from each attendee.  
     Each entry will need to be printed on A4 photo paper, with or without a caption and 
     brought along to the party by the photographer. All photos entered will be exhibited on the 
     night and voting by attendees will decide the winners. There will be a small prize for the  
     winner of each category.                   
 
For further information regarding any parts of the programme ring Roy on 6334 6787. 
 
         Marion Simmons 

http://www.rubicon.org.au/
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