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Meetings are held on third Tuesday of each month (except December and January) at Max 
Fry Hall, Gorge Road, Trevallyn at 7.30 pm when access to Northern Group library is 
available. 
Plant Propagation Days are held on first Saturday of each month unless advised otherwise, 
from 10 – 12 at Verbeetens, 2 Killara Av. Lanena (1.5 km south of Exeter).  
Northern Group Plant Nursery is open most times, ring Rosemary first, early in the 
morning or after 6 pm on 6394 4600 to check that she will be home. Both seed and potting 
mixes are available to members for $4 a bag and slow release pellets for native plants for $3 a 
container.   
Welcome to new members - we look forward to seeing you at our meetings or activities. 
 
Activities since April 2008 newsletter: 
5-6 April – Plant Sale and Open Days – The plant sale was most successful with over 200 
people in to buy plants with over 640 pots sold and $600 into the bank. Rosemary commented 
that visitors on the whole only came for the plants and were not interested in walking around 
the garden or having tea or coffee. She mentioned how important she thought advertising was, 
in particular the article on Les Hodge’s page in ‘Spectrum’ one week before the event. 
 
9 April – A Committee Meeting was held at Jill Clark’s home. A new membership form was 
presented for comment. 
Further to the matter of the Northern Group’s nursery, Rosemary notified us that the nursery 
could stay at Killara Avenue for the present. However, she will need more support from 
members with looking after the plants and suggests the appointment of a deputy manager and 
the development of a monthly roster for next year. 
 
15 April – General Meeting. This must have been one of the best-attended meetings we have 
ever held – the room was packed with members and visitors. 
Plant of the Month was given by Marion Simmons and Eucalyptus forrestiana was chosen. 
Widely grown it occurs naturally in a limited area of south-west Western Australia around 
Salmon Gums to Esperance. It is a variable small tree to about 5 m tall with smooth greyish 
bark and branchlets. Adult leaves are leathery, narrow to broadly lanceolate. The books say 
‘bright to deep green’ leaves, ours are dull and slightly blue-green. The flowers occur at the 
base of large brilliant red elongated four winged buds with just a fringe of yellow stamens 
about 8mm long at the base. Flowering April-May although ours had been flowering for much 
longer. Fruit is pendulous, woody, pear-shaped, maturing a shiny brown. An adaptable, 
decorative, bird attracting small tree that does not seem to be worried by frost. Grow from 
seed. 
 
  The evening’s talk was titled “Frogs’. Roy introduced our speaker, Dr. Margaret Davies, 
retired, who spent 28 years researching frogs in Australia from the northern-most to the 
southern-most parts of the continent. Over this time she has discovered 34 new species with 
two of them named after her. Dr Davies was a relaxed and brilliant speaker whose fascination 
with the frog world shone through in her stimulating talk. 
  With colour illustrations to match her descriptions of individual frogs, their antics and 
mating habits she took us through some of the extraordinary and sometimes bizarre 
procedures that they indulge in to preserve the species and ways they have developed to live 
in the habitat available to them. These vary from burrowing frogs that live underground in the 
dry season, tiny frogs that live and breed in tree canopies in the tropics and amazing aquatic 
species where the tadpoles develop in the female’s stomach later to be released as fully 



formed little frogs. In other species the male takes on the parenting role providing ‘hip 
pockets’ in his groin to house the tadpoles while they develop, emerging after 5-7 weeks as 
fully formed frogs. 
  There are so many different extraordinary methods of preserving the eggs and tadpoles 
through to maturity and we were fascinated listeners. 
  Dr Davies encouraged people to include ponds in their gardens to provide suitable habitat for 
frogs.  She told us that the dispersant in old type ‘Round-up’ had caused a lot of frog deaths 
by suffocation.  More recent versions of the herbicide are more frog-friendly. However, 
interference with and loss of habitat is causing problems, together with devastating outbreaks 
of an aquatic chytrid fungus, frogs are being killed and disappearing around the world. Roy 
thanked our speaker for a wonderful talk and this was carried by acclamation. 
 
3 May – Propagation Day – Five members potted up seedlings, potted on small plants grown 
from cuttings, as well as putting in another batch of cuttings and washing a stack of pots. 
 
Report on Heritage Forest Garden                                                    Lynne Mockridge 
Since the last report I have checked the garden several times and Rosemary Verbeeten & I 
met Martin Spillane there on April 16th.  We were to meet Ben and his carer too but they were 
away on a school camp. I am very grateful to Rosemary for taking the time to come and assist 
so close to leaving on her overseas trip.  I needed her expertise to decide what plants would be 
needed to replace those which hadn’t survived from our initial planting three years ago.  Our 
planting of Melaleuca pustulata had been well pruned by a very dainty footed cow from the 
adjoining paddock. The beast missed stepping on every plant in the garden but did leave a 
couple of cowpats! 
  After our visit Rosemary contacted Habitat Nursery with our order and then went back to the 
garden to mark each bed with a numbered stake so we would know on planting day which 
plants belonged in which bed.  Unfortunately, most had been removed by the time we arrived 
for planting on May 24th.  It was lucky I had kept the rough sketches and notes that Rosemary 
had given me as we had to use those as our guide on the day.    
  My heartfelt thanks also goes to Sally Staubman who saved me the trouble of collecting the 
plants from their nursery by delivering them to my door.  Now that’s what I call service! 
  To the five people who assisted on the day a very big thank you.  We made a very good team 
with Marion & I sorting and placing the plants in the right place (hopefully), Trevor digging 
the holes with Jill planting and John and Bob catching up on the weeding.  Trevor estimated 
there were about 90 plants so I think we did a good job to complete the task in two hours.  
Well done.  
 
20 May – General Meeting. Jill Clark took us with her on an interesting trip to Fraser Island 
with ‘Bush Safaris’ showing us many of the places their group visited. She included 
photographs of the plants seen, many of them familiar, as well as some shots illustrating the 
great sandy beaches for which the island is famous and where it is easy to become bogged in 
the sand. It is a wonderful place to visit. 
 
Margaret Killen followed with an illustrated talk on her exciting trip to South America taking 
in Paraguay and Chile. She showed us beautiful falls, soaring snow-covered mountains and 
glaciers as they travelled by plane, bus and boat to reach their different destinations. There 
were flowers in the bush obviously related to plants in Tasmania and Australia in general. For 
instance we were interested to note a waratah-like plant, others related to Tasmanian 
Nothofagus (myrtle beech), pines related to Australian pines and to learn that the Wollemi 
Pine has close links to those in this southern area of the continent. Margaret and Bruce used 
the Lonely Plant Guide for Chile as their main reference for travelling in the area. 
 



 
17 June – Tuesday. Tasmanian Dicot. Key - Greg Jordan, senior lecturer in Botany at the 
University of Tasmania will present a hands-on session in identifying Tasmanian native plants 
using his CD Key.  
  Roy is back from holidays and will need to know if you plan to come to the meeting and if 
you are able to bring a laptop computer with a CD drive to make sure there are enough 
computers available for the evening. Please bring flowers of Tasmanian plants (say up to 15 
small samples to share around. If you have one, a hand lens would be handy. If you are 
coming please ring Roy on 6334 6787 or Trevor Yaxley on 6327 2684. 
Plant of the month will be given by Maureen Johnstone. 
 
28 June – The advertised date (7 June) for the Launceston Field Naturalists’ visit to the 
Queen Victoria Museum and Art Gallery (Royal Park site) has been changed to 28th. Meet at 
10 am. 
 
5th July – Saturday – Propagation Day 
 
15th July - a General Meeting will be held  – details not to hand at present. 
 
Next newsletter is scheduled for August.     Marion Simmons 
 
 
  
 


