
 
  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
APST North CHRISTMAS DINNER                                          December  2014   
 

2014 concluded with a feast of food and good cheer and 30 members/partners attending the Northern 
Group‘s Christmas party at Max Fry Hall. 
The photo competition was popular and quite a number of different members won native plant prizes from 
our nursery for their photographic skills in ―Plants, People or Places in Australia‖.  
President Julie Nermut gave an entertaining summary of the year‘s highlights and thanked members for 
their willing participation in both the many jobs needed to successfully run our Group and in our various 
programme activities. Jill Clark  and Roy Skabo were thanked for again coordinating this enjoyable end of 
year dinner and photo show. 
A highlight this year was the unexpected arrival of Santa Claus with a bulging bag of goodies for us to take 
home including piggy banks, exercise balls, smart caps and lollies. He was rather slim but very jolly!  

 

 

     
    AUSTRALIAN  PLANTS  SOCIETY TASMANIA Inc. 
                          NORTHERN  GROUP 

  
        www.apstasnorth.org   Email: apstasnorth@gmail.com   
                   Post:16 Denis Drive, Riverside. Tas. 7250  

Northern Group Programme March- June 2015 
 
 7  March,  Saturday,1:00 pm, PROPAGATION, ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
17 March, Tuesday, 7:30 pm, GENERAL MEETING,  Guest Speaker Prof. Nigel Forteath  
                   ―The Ecology of Four Springs Lake‖ 
22 March,  Sunday, 10:-3:00 pm. APST Nth help with Exeter School Plant Sale 
24 March, Tuesday, 9:30 am, HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, working bee. 
28 March, Saturday, 2:00 – 4:00 pm. Tutorial in Propagation for young adults 
11 April,    Saturday 1:00 pm. PROPAGATION ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
 
18 APRIL, SATURDAY 10:00 -4:00 pm NORTHERN  AUTUMN PLANT SALE at Max Fry Hall  
 
21 April, Tuesday, 7:30 pm.  GENERAL MEETING  with Guest Speaker  
28 April, Tuesday, 9:30 am,  HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, working bee. 
2   May,  Saturday  1:00 pm. PROPAGATION ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
19 May, Tuesday.  7:30 pm. GENERAL MEETING . Guest Speaker , Max Fry Hall  
26 May,  Tuesday, 9;30am,  HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, working bee. 
6  June,  Saturday 1:00 pm,  PROPAGATION, ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
16 June  Tuesday, 7:30pm,  GENERAL MEETING,  Guest Speaker  Dr. Noushka Reiter from the 
Royal Botanic Native Gardens at Cranbourne on saving our native orchids. 
 
 APST Northern Group Web site: www.apstasnorth.org   
Consult ‗PROGRAM‘ for more information on  Guest Speakers and Excursions.  
 

Australian Native Plant Society Tasmania Inc. website:http://www.apstas.org.au 
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING                                         17 February 2015 
 

APST Northern Group‘s AGM  saw an excellent attendance of members. Under the efficient chair of our 

President, Julie Nermut, the short meeting saw all positions filled quickly and happily. The president and 

secretary will continue for a second year in their posts while Roy Skabo, our reliable and proficient        

Treasurer for the last two years, has retired from the position. We welcome Rosemary Verbeetem as our 

new Treasurer. 

Janet Hallam gave a vote of thanks to our executive for their good leadership of the Northern Group in 

2014 which was enthusiastically endorsed by applause and many a ‗Hear, Hear‘ from all attending mem-

bers.  

Read our President‘s Annual Report on our website ( see HOME page). 

The positions in Group North are as follows: 

President: Julie Nermut                                      Vice President: Lynne Mockridge  

Secretary: Peter Dowde                                     Treasurer: Rosemary Verbeetem 

Regional Council Delegates: Jill Clark and Margaret Killen 

Nursery Manager: Sharon Percy 

Programmes Coordinator: Gilly Zacs ( Members‘ suggestions welcomed) 

Heritage Forest Managers: Daphne and Peter Longman and Suzanne Talbot 

Librarian / Publicity Officer: Janet Hallam 

Newsletter North / Eucryphia Liaison Officer: Louise Skabo 

Web North Officer: Trevor Yaxley 

Excursions: Gilly Zacs, Roy Skabo and other members, 

Welcoming Officer: Jill Clark 

POM Roster and Supper Supervisor: Jill Clark and Peter Dowde 

The evening finished very pleasantly with coffee , cake and exchange of news after the summer break.  

  HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN      APST Northern Group AWARD                                                                                       

                                                                                           

Lynne Mockridge presented this  framed    Certificate to the 

APST Northern Group from the Keep Australia Beautiful 

Council. It was suggested that the KAB Council visit the 

Northern Group’s Heritage Forest Tasmanian Native Garden 

which is run in partnership with the Launceston City Council.  

Our garden is managed by members Suzanne Talbot and  

Daphne and Peter Longman assisted by other APST members 

including previous garden  manager, Lynne Mockridge. HFG 

helped Launceston  win the “Sustainable City” Prize for 2014.  

The judge added: “Launceston is home to so many “friends of” 

groups that give their time frequently and willingly to          

rejuvenate, rehabilitate and reinvigorate the environment”. 

 

Daphne and Lynne accepted the Award at  a civic luncheon .   



  
APST Northern Group plus LFN Club members set out in late January 2015 for our first excursion of the year to the 

Vale of Belvoir, a wonderland of world heritage significance. It is the only surviving grassy valley of its kind with 

some rare and threatened species  including some beautiful flowering plants. Tasmanian Land Conservancy purchased 

the 10 x 2 kilometre property from the Charleston family who realized it was the best way to ensure its security into the 

future.  

The organiser and leader of the excursion, Roy Skabo, brought the walk forward by a day due to forecast wet weather– 

a wise move as it poured and became snowy cold on the Sunday.  

Our sixteen members began the walk through the ancient rainforest emerging onto the golden crowned Daisy Hill on a 

lovely sunny day. The spectacular daisies lived up to their reputation with swathes of Xerochrysum subandulatum 

(orange everlastings) and Leucochrysum albicans var. tricolor as well as many other lovely daisies including Podolepis 

jacioides,  Leptorhynchos squamatus and Helichrysum scorpioides.      

 A little further on we came across the rare white grassland paperdaisy, Rhodanthe anthemoides  scattered between the 

yellow everlastings plus flowering Diplarrena  latifolia, Bellendena montana, Richea scoparia some Stylidium      

graminifolium  and Euphrasia collina and lots of Gentianella spp ( snow gentians) just opening their delicate white 

flowers. This unusual alpine limestone valley with basalt flows forming the dome shaped Daisy Hill has led to soil  

fertility and wonderful plant cover. The limestone has also led to sinkholes in which Roy pointed out the rare plant, 

Muehlenbeckia axillaris and we also saw a few leek orchids, Prasophyllum tadgellianum, which had gone to seed.  

One sad sighting was a wombat which obviously had the mange.                                                                                                              

The scenery looking south to the peaks of Cradle Mountain and north over Lake Lea and the Black Bluff Range while 

we sat among daisies for lunch, talking with fellow members, made it a day to remember in a very special place. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                             SUMMER EXCURSION              VALE OF BELVOIR  

Attendees: Roy & Louise Skabo, 

Julie and Wen Nermut,  

Paul Edwards, Noel Manning 

Suzanne and Jim Talbot,  

Tony and Christine Geeves,  

Geoff & Val Bromfield, 

Irmgard Rosenfeldt, Heinz  

John  Elliott and Ann Scott. 

Bromfields 

 Roy and Tony 

Irmgard & Hienz 

Talbots, John,Val & Hienz 



    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 ****************************************************************************************************                   

                     Grassy Banks ― Nursery North‖  Report   

                       by Sharon Percy — Nursery Manager     
 

New Year  arrived with 73.5mm rain for January which filled the tanks and was followed by some summer 
weather at last with warm days and mild nights. Watering was our main job to keep the plants in top      con-
dition for the Autumn Sale. This will be held on Saturday 18

th
 April. We currently hold 80 trays of plants in 

the APS Northern Group Nursery with 54 ready for sale and 26 trays growing well including 15 trays of cut-
ting material. As we usually take between 30 & 40 trays to our Sale days, this leaves us 10 –15 trays more 
than usual.  
These extra trays will be useful as we have been invited to participate in the Exeter Farm School Fair with a 
plant stall on Sunday 22

nd
 March. This should be a good promotional event for APS Northern Group. As I 

will be absent that weekend, hopefully we have enough members to help on the day. We have had a very 
successful past six months with our propagating and we have multiples of some plant species including              
Brachyscomes, Callistemons, Epacris, Grevilleas, Melaleuca‘s & Thomasia ready for the sales. 
 
I have been speaking with our son & daughter in law ,Andrew & Alice, about getting the younger              
generation involved in native plants and propagating. Their generation is buying or building homes and es-
tablishing gardens and I have been involved in the selection and planting of a few of these gardens. I dis-
cussed having a plant propagating workshop for these younger people and as they thought this was a great 
idea APS North will hold an initial social day at the Nursery on Saturday 28

th
 March.  

 
Mike & I are heading North for 4 months over winter again, aiming for the top end, Cape York. We head off 
on 10

th
 May on ―The Spirit‖ with our ‗home away from home‘, and return on Sat 5

th
 September. Just in time 

for APS propagating day. The year will no doubt fly by, therefore we are thinking and planning ahead to Oc-
tober and our Spring Plant Sale. As  APSTas State Get together will be held on 2

nd
 3

rd
 & 4

th
 Oct, we could 

plan for our Spring Plant Sale on Saturday 17
th

 October.  
Needing more shelf space & extra work bench area, Mike sourced new 44 gallon drums to hold our     shelv-
ing for the plants. These are perfect for many reasons—they are the right height to work at, possums can‘t 
climb them and they were free! Thanks to Mike for sourcing, tansporting & positioning them. 
If you haven‘t been out to the Nursery recently please feel free to come & visit either on a propagating day 
or any other time  - just phone Sharon first on 0409273996 (we no longer have a land line) or another mem-
ber—and we will be happy to show our Nursery to you. 

Paul Edwards contemplating in a 

beautiful spot –we wish you well.  

Tony Geeves spotted the  

wombat sick with mange. 

Lake Lea & Black Bluff Range 

Diplarrena latifolia 
John, Noel & Wen 


