
General Meeting  - 19 April 2016                                 Guest Speaker Lee Adamson-Ringk 
 
 
―Killiecrankie‖ is a little farm in northern Tasmania which grows traditional 
Christmas trees and hardy perennial plants to sell. 
 
Initially, it was planned to produce beautiful Australian natives for the flower 
market but this had to be abandoned after only one year as 90% of the plants 
died. We heard how the owners, Lee and Chris Adamson, have overcome 
huge difficulties to rehabilitate their land, make a living from the property as 
well as make the farm an environmentally friendly place for the local  fauna 
and flora. 
Lee Adamson-Ringk had worked for Parks and Wildlife in Canberra in weed 
control and re-vegetation before coming to Tasmania with her husband. The 
grey sandy soils covering the property ―Killiecrankie‖ looked fine for native 
flowers but the land had an underlying clay base and moreover had had its 
natural drainage patterns disturbed. The ground became water logged in  
winter and in summer, hydrophobic.   
A long term plan was started to overcome these drainage problems.  Aerial 
photos showed them where the original drainage lines lay and by                       
revegetating 30% of the land and improving the weedy pastures they had 
inherited, the property has been vastly improved. Revegetation was with   
Melaleuca species, Acacia melanoxylon, Eucalyptus obliqua and E.ovata  as well as Ozothamnus species 
and sagg while Rytidosperma spp. (wallaby grasses) and Microlaena stipoides (weeping grass) have         
improved the pastures. When the grass  is in flower they keep the livestock out. They also gather native 
grass seeds from road verges finding these have more resilience and stronger growth. 
  
To establish a viable income Radiata pines are grown for Christmas trees, herbs to supply local markets 
and perennial plants for sale at the nursery. As they do not irrigate nor bring organics in to change the     
profile of the soil, those perennial plants which adapt naturally, are the ones growing. Ten different mints 

and Prostanthera rotundifolia , used as a mint substitute, oregano and 
other edible species are cultivated. They now have a good reputation for 
the intense flavour of their herbs due to not irrigating. 
 
As well, Killiecrankie has low care Wiltshire Horn sheep and some cattle. 
The animals are kept out of some areas to allow native flowers           
including orchids to flourish and the Adamson‘s do not cultivate certain 
paddocks when they know the green and gold frogs will be crossing!    
                                                                                                                           
Despite their challenges, Lee says it is a beautiful property with an  
abundance of green and gold frogs, stripy bandicoots, grey goshawks, 
sea eagles and a small number of healthy Tasmanian devils. Although 
Radiata pines have a bad reputation, Lee says a lot of birds nest in 
them, native grasses grow under and their sheep have a low lamb loss 
rate due to their shelter.  
This Christmas, go to Killiecrankie Farm, pick out your own tree and see 
the green and gold frogs!                                                                                                                    
(Left: Killiecrankie made the cover of Country Style in 2011). 
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Heritage Forest Report  June                                     by Suzanne Talbot 
 
Although it is wintertime, our Tasmanian Native Garden at Heritage Forest is looking great with many species in 
full flower. Some plants died over a dry spring/summer so a working bee was planned to fill the gaps. It was well 
attended and a sunny autumn day for bedding about 100 new plants. There was welcome rain a few days later, 
and the plants are looking happy and healthy. We grow a wide range of Tasmanian natives and each new     
planting we experiment with several different species. Some new ones this time are: Nematolepis squamea (blunt 
satinwood), Boronia citriodora subsp. paulwilsonii (leggy boronia), the attractive Zierria littoralis and the tiny,  
dainty Cryptandra amara (pretty pearlflower).  
Here's hoping they will like their new home.                   
 

Plant of the Month April                            presented by Jill Clark 

Jill chose Scaevola aemula , a perennial herb growing in her garden. Scaevola 

is in the Goodeniaceae family and is a large genus with 40 of the 71 Australian 

species growing in south-west WA. Latin scaevola means ‗little hand‘ and is 

commonly called a ‗fanflower‘ or ‗handflower‘. The plants vary in size with petal 

colours from white, blue and purple and even, rarely, yellow.  

Scaevola aemula grows in Tasmania along with S. albida and S. hookeri.  All 

have the familiar fan shaped flowers. Jill‘s sample was a prostrate plant with 

stems up to 50 cm. long. The lower leaves are spathulate, coarselty toothed but 

the upper ones are smaller with fewer serrations and shortly stalked.  

It is long-flowering through spring, summer and into autumn, covered with one-

sided mauve-blue flowers. It looks lovely tumbling over rocks or a bank and it 

flowers best in full sun. Propagation is easy from cuttings and although     

sometimes a short– lived plant, it tends to self-propagate putting down roots 

under the ‘mother‘ plant.                                                                                                  

(Photo Scaevola aemula from Tasmanian Dicot Key by Greg Jordan).             

 

 

                                                    

       by Nursery Manager, Sharon Percy                                                                                                      
 
 
The forecast was a bit dicey but the rain came overnight and the sun shone for the 
Northern Plant Sale. Our reliable group supporter, Ken Saunders, had offered to 
transport the plants to Max Fry Hall once again and was at the Nursery by 7.45am 
as he knew there were two full loads to take this time. There were 52 trays in all of 
healthy, good sized plants with great diversity. 
The customers started to arrive before the second load of plants had even arrived 
or before the cash box was set up but luckily the members were there in force. 
Many dollars were made well before the official opening time of 10am and the 
rush did not stop until 12noon!  

 
A total of 569 plants were sold. This is our best effort ever in the seven years that the Nursery has been at Grassy 
Banks. In April 2013 we sold 500 plants. 
Members found that customers at this sale were particularly interested in plants which only grow in specific      
regions or are Tasmanian endemic plants. Shrubs with appealing landscape forms and colours were also sought.  
This was an excellent effort by the members and I want to thank you all for your dedication to propagating as    
obviously without that we wouldn‘t have the variety or number of plants to sell. Considering not much was actually 
in flower, the excellent photographs that accompanied each species and the descriptive labels really helped    
people to choose. These labels had been started some time ago but recently Janet and Colin Hallam have been 
doing a wonderful job. 

Nursery Report  May                                                 by Assistant Nursery Manager Janet Hallam 
The excellent sale was a just reward for all the hard work many of you have put in these last 6 months, and         
resulted from having many more plants for sale that were high quality. We have expanded and refreshed many of 
the colourful information labels and there was no doubt that customers (and the sellers) referred to them when 
making choices. By the following Saturday in the nursery the stock was back in order. Mature stock in the shade - 
house was labeled and transferred outside onto the racks.  We even found time to propagate some cuttings, wash 
pots and dispatch a great deal of liverwort. Thanks to all who came to that extra propagation session on the 10

th
. 

 
A couple of us went to Flint‘s garden on the 12

th
 and took cuttings from some special croweas and correas. These 

resulted in about 20 punnets of cuttings being completed in the afternoon. Thank you Rosemary for your help and 
guidance. 

AUTUMN NATIVE PLANT SALE 2 April 2016   

Sharon & Mike  on tour 2016 



General Meeting 17 May  2016                                                              Guest Speaker Dr Tom May      
 

                        Knowing Australian Fungi  
                   -from Mushrooms to the Micobiome 

 
We invited Dr Tom May in May to speak on ―Knowing Australian Fungi-from 
Mushrooms to the Mycobiome‖.Tom is Senior Mycologist at Royal Botanic   
Gardens Victoria and came to Tasmania with his colleague Dr Sapphire    
McMullen- Fisher (from Fungi map Australia), and several other colleagues. 
Four of the fungi team were billeted by Northern Group members for two nights 
and we contributed to their expedition costs as part of APST North‘s policy to 
enhance membership by having experts speak to our Group and northern      
visitors. We had about 55 people attend and many members contributed to    
provide a superb supper.   
                                                                                                                                  
Tom gave a professional Power Point presentation and amazed us with some  
of his facts. Tom told how there were 1 to 5 million species of Fungi worldwide 
but only15 000 species have been formally described in Australia to date. Even     
after several trips to Tasmania‘s glorious wet forests especially the Tarkine, a                                                                      
hotspot for fungal diversity, it is obvious there  is so much more to discover.  

 
 
Fungi are heterotrophs, not plants. Tom explained a number of trophic (food) strategies. 
Saprotrophs, like many bracket fungi, feed on dead organic matter; parasites such as 
Cordyceps gunnii , live on living matter and mutualists partner with plants and algae and 
are very important for our biodiversity. Biodiversity is also important for fungi as records 
indicate it is in areas of good vegetative cover that most fungi are recorded. Tom went on  
to speak of the research indicating the very close relationship between certain fungi and 
plants. One example was Laccaria  species which is found in 79% of the areas where 
Nothofagus cunninghamii  is growing. As well, a geographic genetic structure within       
Laccaria spp. has been found with those fungi associated with Victorian N. cunninghamii  
having a distinctly different genetic structure from the Tasmanian Laccaria species.                                          
( Left: Laccaria sp. Photo from T. May) 
 
 

Tom pointed out that what we see, the often colourful and splendid fruiting bodies in the form of mushroom-like, jelly, 
bracket, coral and others, is just the tip of the iceberg. The great bulk of the fungus, the mycelium (analogous to a 
plant‘s roots) is below ground. Research by the Biome of  Australian Soil Environments (BASE) has also found an  
enormous range of fungal DNA in soil samples from a range of environments. Such studies demonstrated a mycobiome 
of about 40 000 species-level taxa from 800 sites - an amazing number of mostly unknown fungi.  
 
Tom reminded us that there was a lot of fungi information available to help people identify fungi found in the field or our 
own backyards. ―A Field Guide to Tasmanian Fungi‖ by Genevieve Gates and David Ratkowsky, FungiFlip,―Fungi Down 
Under—the Fungimap Guide to Australian Fungi‖ - the internet address for sending in records http://fungimap.org.au, as 
well as BowerBird, Facebook (Tasmanian Fungi Community), and Atlas of Living Australia (www.ala.org.au).                                                                                                                            
 
Excursion  18 May Liffey Falls 
 
 A Fungi Foray was held at Lower Liffey Falls Reserve the following day, Being out in the field  with an expert guide is 
the best way to learn about fungi. We divided into three groups of about 12 people. Several of our APST   Northern 
Group were with Fungimap‘s Dr Sapphire McMullan-Fisher and although the fungi were not abundant along our river 
section, we found  a variety of species in a range of colours, shapes and 
sizes. The tough woody Polypore Trametes versicolour (rainbow bracket 
fungi) appears, decomposing lignin and thus allowing other fungi to be-
come  established. We sited the beautiful Agarics, orange-red Marasmius 
elegans in the wet litter and Tubaria rufofulva -burgundy wood- growing in 
a colony on a fallen log. The popular Mycena interrupta was spotted also 
on a wet fallen log.  
 
Dr Tom May and his associates stayed in Tasmania another week       
travelling to the Tarkine, usually a veritable feast of fungi, for a scientific 
exploration for RBGV.                                                                                                                             
 
 
 

                                                        

Right: Mycena interrupta (photo by David Catcheside for 
Fungimap). Commonly known as pixie‘s parasol, this fungi 
was named the most popular species by the authors of the 
‗Fungi Down Under 2‘. 

http://fungimap.org.au
http://www.ala.org.au


Plant of the Month May                                       presented by Roy Pallett 
.  

                       Marchantia polymorpha                                                                                                                       
At the Club‘s plant nursery the most       

successful, but not always the most        

welcome, plant that we grow is Marchantia 

polymorpha, (common liverwort). It is a 

large liverwort with a wide distribution 

around the world except polar regions. It 

first appears in the fossil  record of around 

350 million years ago and most likely first 

appeared on land as a descendant of sea 

weeds of similar appearance. Liverworts 

most likely started colonizing land at least 

450 million years ago. For many years they 

were thought to be ancestors of some land 

plants, but are now thought of as a sepa-

rate evolutionary branch.  

 
 

Marchantia‘s  structure is simple, having two 
main layers, the chlorenchyma and the      
storage parenchyma and it attached to the 
soil by simple rhizoids, not roots. It has leaf 
pores that, unlike stomata, do not open and 
close.  
It is variable in appearance and has several 

subspecies. It is dioecious having separate male and female 

plants.               (Right) Marchantia polymorpha.1. Female 

plant.                                                      .                                                    

2. Male plant with cupule. 

 

It also reproduces vegetatively via gemmae (spores) that sit 

on its upper surface in gemmae cups and these are usually 

dispersed by rain drops. 

It grows on moist soil and rocks in damp habitats such as the 
banks of streams and pools, bogs etc. It rapidly colonizes 
burnt ground after fires and as we have found   can be a  
horticultural weed.  
In ancient times, it was believed that liverworts cured       

diseases of the liver, hence the name. In Old English, the 

word liverwort literally means liver plant . 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subspecies
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dioecious
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Habitat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Old_English


APST Regional  Get-togethers  2016 and 2017 

Two Dates for your Diary 

In November 2016, APST Northern Group is hosting the Region of the Tasmanian Plants Society at 

Bridport with excursions to Bridport Wildflower Reserve, Waterhouse Conservation Area and a private 

property at Nabowla‘. This will be held from Friday 4th through to Sunday 6th November with the central 

venue at Platypus Park Country Retreat. It is sure to be a great weekend of plant spotting along coastal 

north east Tasmania. If you have not done so, please contact Roy Skabo ( preferably by Email) 

rlskabo@gmail.com) or 63346787 or 0458696639 to book in for the evening meals on Friday and Saturday. 

(Details are in March Northern News on this website). 

Now, hot on its heels, comes the exciting news of 2017‘s Regional Get-together organised by APST Hobart 

Group members. The excursions will take participants on wonderful day walks in the southern mountains—

not to be missed. Bruce Champion outlines the January excursions below.  

 

 
                                                                                    

Hobart Group Members Get-together January 2017 
 

The Hobart Group have decided to combine the review of two of the proposed 2018 ANPSA     
Conference day tours with their Members Get-together scheduled for 2017.  We realise that it will 
follow closely on the Northern Group‘s Bridport Members Get-together but the opportunity is there 
for another good Members Get-together to enjoy our alpine and mountain flora when it is at its 
best. 
 
Friday  20  January 2017 half day tour to Mt Wellington starting 1.00pm from the Fern Tree Fern    
                   Glade car park on Huon Road just before the Fern Tree Tavern. 
 

Meet and Greet: 5:30pm Fern Tree Community Centre, soups and quiches. 
   

Saturday 21 January 2017 day tour to Hartz Mountain NP leaving 8:15am corner Summerleas  
                   Rd and Huon Highway car parking area, returning about 5:30pm. Car-pooling preferred. 
 

Members Dinner 6.30pm for 7.00pm location to be decided. 
 

Sunday 22 January 2017 - day tour to Mt Field NP leaving 8.30am Granton Reserve car park,  
                  southern end of Bridgewater Bridge causeway. Walk will finish at Lake Dobson car park  
                  about 3.30pm.  
 
Planning is in hand, so please pencil this event into your diaries as we need to see how these    
location suit day trips for the 2018 ANPSA Conference. More details as they develop. Group      
accommodation is being investigated. 
 

 Relocation of Northern Group Nursery 
 
A small group of our members has been working hard investigating several possible relocation sites 
for our nursery due to Sharon and Mike Percy‘s plan to sell ―Grassy Banks‖ and move closer to the 
city. 
Discussions have been held with Council staff and NRM and considerable effort has been put into    
written proposals and applications. It is hoped to have a resolution within a few weeks but this is to 
let members know that positive progress has been made for a new home for our plants. 

mailto:rlskabo@gmail.com


                                    
MEMO to MEMBERS, especially all our new members.  
 
Every couple of months have a look at our excellent State APST website maintained by 
Hobart‘s Bruce Champion for news on all the Tasmanian Groups, information and      
photographs. 
 
         Australian Native Plant Society Tasmania Inc. website: 

                                                 http://www.apstas.org.au 

 

 Northern Group Programme —June to September 2016    

                    
    
04 June     Saturday,1:00-3:00 pm PROPAGATION, ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery  
 
21 June     Tuesday, 7:30 pm, GENERAL MEETING, Club Night. Max Fry Hall H&M Statham-  
                   Travels and J. Nermut ―Eremophilas‖. 
 
28 June     Tuesday 9:30 -11:30 am,Native Garden at HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, Working bee. 
 
02 July      Saturday1:00 -3:00 pm PROPAGATION ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
 
19 July      Tuesday, 7:30 pm GENERAL MEETING  with Guest Speaker: Rosemary Verbeeten 
 
26 July      Tuesday, 9:30 -11:30 am, Native Garden at HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, Working bee. 
 
06 Aug.     Saturday  1:00 -3:00 pm. PROPAGATION ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
 
16 Aug.     Tuesday. 7:30 pm. GENERAL MEETING . Club Night ‗Propagation Techniques‖  
 
23 Aug.     Tuesday, 9;30-11:30 am, HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN, Working bee. 
 
03 Sept.    Saturday 1:00 – 3:00 pm, PROPAGATION, ―Grassy Banks‖ APSTNth Nursery 
 
20 Sept.    Tuesday, 7:30pm,  GENERAL MEETING,  Guest Speaker: Dr Nigel Swarts: ―Orchid  
                   Conservation‖. Research Fellow UTAS_RTBG 
 
23-25 Sept Friday- Sunday: APST Blooming Tasmania Exhibit – Albert Hall, Launceston 
 
27 Sept.    Tuesday, 9:30-11:30 am Native Garden at HERITAGE FOREST GARDEN. Working bee. 
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